Christmas In The Trenches

John Mc Cutcheon (Arr. Maria Dunn, 2010)
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come from Li-ver-pool

two years a-go the war was wait-ing forme af-ter school From
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Bel-gium and to Flan-ders from Ger-ma-ny to here I fought forking and coun-try I love dear
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Twas Chris-tmasin the trench-es where the frost so

bi-tter hung The fro-zenfields ofFrance wherestill no
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Christ-mas song was sung Our fam-'lies back in Eng-land were toast-ing us that day theirbrave and glor-i-ous lads so far a-
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way Iwas ly-in'with my mess-mate on the cold and rock-y ground when a-cross the lines ofba-ttle camea
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most pe-cu-liar sound Say

I now li-stenup me boys eachsold-ier strained to hear as

one young Ger-man voice sang out so
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clear He's sing ing bloo-dy well you know my part-nersaysto me  soon oneby one each Ger-man voice joined
[All sopranos)
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gas cloudrolled no more
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with nei-ther gun nor_bay-on-et we met there hand tohand We

onebyone on ei-ther sidewalked in-to noman's land

o
Ooo

Kate

59

‘rﬁx

I

andin a flarelit so ccer game we gave them hell

shared somese-cretbran-dy andwished each o-ther well
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These sonsand fa-thers far
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a-way from

ci-ga-rettes and pho -to-graphs from home

We trad-ed choc- 'lates

37



s t.
P A TsE -
o

66

this cu ri ous andun like lybandof
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YoungSan dersplayedhissqueeze boxandtheyhada vi-o-lin

N——

fam liesoftheirown

"

(e
&
DY)

s«

L} 3
7 1Q
r 1o

<
7

p AN
il
o

y 40

[ FanY
SV
D)

4
Conc. [

s #-

70

Conc.

s t.

92

with sad fare-wells we each be-gan to
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Soon day-lightstoleup on us____and France was France once more
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se-ttlebacktowar butthequest ionhaun tedev -'ry heartthatbeat thatwon d'rousnightwhose fam-ly have I fixed with-inmy
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the fro-zen fields of France were warmed the

Twas Christ-mas in the tren-ches where the frostso bi-tter hung
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had been

ex - act the work of war

to

for the wallls they'd kept be-tween us
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each Christ-mas comes since world war one I've learned its le - ssons well For the
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Si - lentnight ho - lynight all iscalm all isbright round yon vir - gin mo-ther and child

Still - e Nacht hei-li-geNacht  a-llesschlaft einsamwachtnurdastrau te hei-li - ge hei-li-ge
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peace__ sleep_ in hea - ven-ly peace
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